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Th roughout his career, the work of Rüdiger Wolfrum has been characterized by the high professional standards that he himself set and by his readiness to tackle issues which, in addition to their legal complexity, have a considerable political impact. He always managed to strike a subtle balance between formal legal logic and political pragmatism. Recent questions concerning the relationship between submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) and marine protected areas beyond national jurisdiction belong to a category which demands just such a balance. Th ey also touch upon issues which have benefi ted greatly from Rüdiger Wolfrum's considerable insight and dedication ever since he wrote his seminal work on the "Internationalisierung staatsfreier Räume" in the early 1980s.
1
Th is contribution will examine the extent to which a submission made to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf may have a negative impact on any marine protected areas which overlap with the area covered by the submission. Part A of this paper outlines a specifi c case which has recently arisen within the context of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR). Part B refl ects the political solution found within this organization, part C contains comments on the concept of marine protected areas in areas beyond national jurisdiction, and part D analyses the existing approaches to resolving potential collisions between continental shelf submissions and marine (Table 1) , on the basis of which Iceland withdrew its support for the establishment of the marine protected area (MPA) under discussion. As a result, a far smaller MPA was established than had originally been planned.
I. Location of the Area
Th e projected area, known as the Charlie Gibbs Fracture Zone (CGFZ), lies in an area beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ). Th e area does not form part of a coastal zone, nor does it lie in the exclusive economic zone of any coastal state. Th e CGFZ covers an area of 323,900 km 2 and is located in the northern part of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.
3 Th e area comprises the Faraday (1251 km 4 Th e proposed MPA was signifi cantly larger than current NEAFC
